
Excavations conducted by Drew University between 2008 and 2014 near the church of 
Santa Maria in Pantano, about 2 kilometers south of the town of Massa Martana, established 
the presence of substantial remains from the Roman period1. The upper levels of these ruins lie 
within 0,5 meters of the surface, but due to a recent rise in the water table, the deeper strata are 
now under water and difficult to reach. Although our excavation did not unearth unambiguous 
evidence of the identity of this settlement, there is strong epigraphic evidence to connect the 
site with a stopping point on the Via Flamina, known from several ancient sources. The goal of 
this paper is to explore what we know about the end of habitation at this settlement, from a 
variety of types of evidence. 

 
THE ITINERARIES 

One type of evidence comes from several ancient itineraries, documents listing a series of 
stopping points along ancient Roman routes along with the distances between consecutive places, 
often including the capital city of Rome as one terminal point. In this case we are concerned 
with those which include the route of the via Flaminia which, at least in its final form, split at 
Narnia (modern Narni) into two branches that met up further north near Forum Flaminii (San 
Giovanni Profiamma), skirting the range of the Monti Martani to the west and east.  

1 MUCCIGROSSO 2010; MUCCIGROSSO 2011; MUCCIGROSSO et al. 2015; MUCCIGROSSO et al. 2016.
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In the 2nd-or 3rd century AD Antonine Itinerary, a site located along the western branch of 
the Flaminia between Narnia and Mevania (Bevagna) is called ad Martis2.  

A second itinerary comes to us on the collection of silver cups which formed part of a 
dedication to Apollo and the Nymphs at Vicarello, discovered in the mid-19th century and today 
on display in the vault at Palazzo Massimo in Rome. These cups provide the route between 
Rome and Gades (modern Cádiz), and, like the Antonine, include a site between Narnia and 
Mevania, calling it both “Martis” and “ad Martis”3. 

The site may also appear on the medieval Peutinger Tablet where an “ad Martis” is noted 
not physically far from Narnia on the map, but not on the same route (and therefore incorrectly 
placed, if our site is meant). The inaccuracies of this map are well known, as is its preservation 
of sites like Pompeii which did not survive the 1st century AD4. 

It is interesting to note that the substantial and heavily monumentalized city of Carsulae 
does not appear on any extant itineraries, apparently because its nearness to Narnia made it an 
awkward stopping place for those seeking a faster journey along the Flaminia and thus not a 
good candidate for inclusion on the itineraries. The contrary situation seems to have applied in 
other contexts as Carsulae is mentioned in various places in literature, such as Tacitus’ account 
of the events of AD 695, while no sure mention of the site “ad Martis” is identifiable6. 

Given the approximate location of this site along the Flaminia, it has been identified with 
the several inscriptions that speak of a Vicus Martis Tudertium and are associated with the 
modern town of Massa Martana, whose name itself seems to make reference to the ancient 
toponym. Unfortunately, only one of these epigraphical attestations has a securely known 
findspot, even if the inscriptions are geographically tied to this same area.  

Published by Paolo Bruschetti in 19947, the inscription can be found on a worn statue base 
in travertine with a dedicatory inscription including the phrase «Vicani Vici / Mart(is) 
Tudert(ium)». The base was discovered during excavation for a laghetto in 1989 in the area just 
east of the church of Santa Maria in Pantano. Noteworthy are both the connection of the site 
with the nearby city of Tuder and the figure of Julius Marcianus, both known from several other 
inscriptions, a few of which are unfortunately now lost, including one which dates Marcianus 
to the reign of the emperor Hadrian8. 

Given the near total elimination of any visible remains of this settlement by the modern 
period, it is worth looking for any traditions that might have preserved its memory. 

 
THE LITERARY TRADITION 

The above-mentioned church of Santa Maria, dating perhaps to the 10th or 11th century 
and re-using a much dilapidated Roman-era building, gives us a likely, and perhaps late terminus 
ante quem for abandonment9.  

Next chronologically, the heavily mythologizing late 13th century Latin Chronicle of Todi 
seems to refer to this abandoned settlement when it reports the founding of a civitas by the son 
of Remulus, Senna, in the “swampy” territory near the Mons Martanus, a reference that seems 

2 CUNTZ 1929, p. 47.
3 The cups show minor inconsistencies in both distances and the spelling of some place names. Original publication in MARCHI 
1852; for dating see HEURGON 1952; more recently ROLDÁN HERVÁS 1975.
4 TALBERT 2014.
5 TAC., hist. III, 60.
6 There are no certain references to this site in ancient literature, though a reference in LIV. IX, 41, 10 to a «Materina» has 
sometimes been connected to it.
7 BRUSCHETTI 1994.
8 AE 1994, 579 = EDR 178530; CIL XI, 4742 = EDR 176553 for the association with Hadrian. The inscriptions long associated 
with the site may be found in BORMANN 1901, pp. 694-698; CIL XI, 4742-4765.
9 PEPPUCCI 2005 for details on this and other churches in the region.
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hard to separate from Santa Maria’s epithet in Pantano (“in the bog”; Senna was also known as 
the founder of Sena, modern Siena, an accomplishment also listed in the Tudertine chronicle: 
«Deinde profecti venerunt iuxta montem qui Martanus vocabatur. Videntes autem terram 
optimam et inhabitatam plenamque paludibus, ceperunt ibi edificare civitatem»)10. Even today 
the mountains east of the church (and around which the two routes of the Flaminia were 
constructed) are called the Monti Martani. 

It is in 16th-century accounts of the lives of some Umbrian saints that the first modern 
notices of a Roman settlement near modern Massa Martana appear. Writing about the saints of 
nearby Todi in 1597, Giovanni Battista Possevino talks at several points of the «Città Martana», 
and locates it at the site of the church of «Santa Maria in Pantano»11: 

«Si mettono Santo Terentio e anco Fidentio benché fossero di Calcedonia fra li Santi Todini 
perche patirono appresso alla Città Martana oggi disfatta ch’era dove è oggi l’Abbatia di Santa 
Maria in Pantano, Territorio di Diocesi di Todi. Ci sono sepolti in una Chiesa ivi fabricata sotto 
la loro Invocatione e titolo come ancor si vede da una antica Iscritsione in pietra che sta ivi nella 
Chiesa sotterranea appreso al’Altare»12. 

He is not entirely clear, but almost surely the inscription he is referring to is in the church 
of “Terenzio e Fidenzio” north of Massa Martana, and not our Santa Maria to the south. 
However, in another of his works he makes explicit reference to two inscriptions being used as 
an altar at Santa Maria, which is consistent with the dedication still found in use as the support 
for the main altar at the church today. He also notes that the city had been destroyed in the past13. 

Half a century or so later, Lodovico Jacobilli again mentions this “città di Martana”, home 
of San Felice, in his life of San Faustino. In his much longer story of Terenzio and Fidenzio14, 
he places the martyrdom of the saints «about a mile outside of the Città Martana», which was 
itself along the Flaminia, «…la quale era nell’Umbria a pie i Monti, detti da lei Martani, nella 
Via Flaminia»15. 

He then has them buried in the church that now bears their name. This one-mile distance 
is approximately how far in a straight line that church stands from Massa Martana. Here he also 
notes that the church was built from the ruins of the city, though his further description, putting 
the church one-two miles from the modern town, suggests he has confused that church with the 
one of Santa Maria. In any case, clearly by this point there was some confusion between the 
ancient and modern places of the vicus and extant town. Similarly in his account of the life of 
San Felice where he provides a history of the city “Martana, Marta, or Martula”, Jacobilli places 
that city at the site of the church of Santa Maria and also notes that the surrounding contemporary 
towns had been built out of the ruins of this ancient spot. 

Finally, like Possevino, Jacobilli adds the detail that the city was also called the Vicus 
Martis Tudertium in inscriptions16, very likely referring to one of the several still extant today 
(e.g., CIL XI, 4748, now installed at the end of the left aisle at Santa Maria in Pantano): «In 
alcune antiche inscrittioni marmoree detta il Vico di Marte de’ Todini; & in Codici antichi è 
chiamata Martula, e Martana, o Città Martana»17. 

10 ITALIANI et al. 1991, p. 68.
11 POSSEVINO 1597a, p. 74.
12 «They place St. Terenzio and also Fidenzio among the saints of Todi, even though they were from Calcedonia, because they 
suffered near the “Città Martana”, today dismantled, and found where today is the Abbey of S. Maria in Pantano, part of the 
territory of the Diocese of Todi. They are buried there in a church, built there under their invocation and title, as one can still 
see today in an ancient stone inscription that is there in the underground church near the altar».
13 POSSEVINO 1597b, pp. 25–26. The inscription is CIL XI, 4751 = EDR 176542.
14 JACOBILLI 1656, pp. 284-288.
15 «…which was in Umbria at the foot of the mountains called from [the city] “Martani”, on the Via Flaminia».
16 JACOBILLI 1656, p. 369.
17 «In some ancient marble inscriptions called the Vicus of Mars of the people of Todi; and in ancient codices it is called “Martula” 
and “Martana,” or the “Città Martana”».
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Jacobilli also provides a run-down of the city’s demise, including earthquakes at the 
martyrdom of Felice in 306 AD (which he says buried the city’s temple of Jupiter and destroyed 
statues), an attack by the Goths in 396, one by the Longobards in 590, and finally its ultimate 
destruction by the Saracens around 83018. 

Around the same time as these later accounts, but outside the “Lives of the Saints” 
tradition, scholars attempt to identify the location of several now abandoned stopping points 
along the Flaminia, working explicitly from Roman itineraries. Some of these authors show a 
fair amount of ignorance of the local geography, such as Philip Cluverius in his Italia Antiqua, 
who seems, for example, to have been unaware of the discovery of the Roman amphitheater at 
Carsulae, and mistaken about basic distances between existing towns19. 

Nevertheless, Cluverius knows of the inscription at Santa Maria which leads him to 
identify it as the “ad Martis” from the Antonine itinerary. This idenfication seems to have been 
accepted, even as there remained debate about other locations and the precise course of the 
Flaminia. By the time of the great compendia of the late 19th century, for scholars such as Eugen 
Bormann, the identification is communis opinio20. As a side note, to give him his due, Cluverius 
also suggested the emendation for the Tabula Petingeriana noted above. 

This brief survey of the later tradition and ancient itineraries leaves us then with a rather 
large chronological span, with the vicus seeming to have become uninhabited sometime between 
the later empire and the medieval period. What do the archaeological investigations indicate? 

 
EVIDENCE FROM EXCAVATION 

It is very clear from our excavations that the buildings of the vicus were intentionally and 
systematically dismantled. This is visible in  Fig. 1, for example, which shows the neat gap 
where the stones of a wall were removed, presumably for re-use elsewhere. 

These remains lie very close to the modern surface, so there is little stratigraphic 
information to rely on for dating this dismantling, though one might suspect from the material 
used in the construction of both Santa Maria in Pantano and the church at Villa San Faustino 
that a sufficient amount of it was still present in the 10th century. 

Consistent with the literary sources reviewed above is some post-abandonment work on 
the site, found inside the rectangular portion of an apsidal building excavated in 2012, which 
was crossed by a dry-stone wall (Fig. 2).  

This wall crossed several of the ancient walls, in some places resting immediately on top 
of them. At the time of its construction, therefore, the crests of these earlier walls must have lain 
at or just below the surface. The best evidence for the chronology of the area comes from a 
stratigraphic unit bordering this more recent wall in the east at the level of its foundation, and 
which has material from the late medieval period (13-14th centuries) and may well be 
contemporary with the wall, which post-dates the deposit (lower strata provide latest datable 
material of the imperial period). 

An area of Roman-period burials to the north of the settlement, but still along the course 
of the Flaminia, known locally as “il Mausoleo,” thanks to the remains of another funerary 
monument, also saw signficant despoiling.  

Fig. 3 shows what remains of the a dado tomb uncovered in the 1980s. Nearly all the 
stones from the course above this foundation layer are missing, and the metal clamps between 
the stones have also been neatly removed. 

 

18 JACOBILLI 1656, p. 370.
19 CLÜVERIUS, BUNO 1659, p. 638.
20 BORMANN 1883.
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1. LOCATION OF DISMANTLED WALL (LABELLED US 825) (photo Author)

2. TOP OF ANCIENT WALL AT RIGHT WITH THE MORE RECENT DRY-STONE WALL 
RUNNING ACROSS IT AT TOP (photo Author)
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Our excavations also uncovered a series of burials, placed inside whatever remained of 
the buildings at the vicus at the time, or sited up against their external walls. In addition to 
osteological analysis, several samples were also sent for radiocarbon dating and provided clear 
chronological evidence21. 

 
- Burial 1: US 168 

This heavily disturbed burial was found place on a fine, pink cocciopesto pavement. The 
individual was likely female. She had osteoarthritis on the humerus, at the elbow joint, indicating 
as ago of perhaps 40+ years at a minimum. A number of teeth were recovered with advanced 
wear, dental caries, calculus deposits, periodontal disease and a hypoplastic defect present that 
identifies a period of illness/physiological stress around 7,5-8 years of age. The radiocarbon 
dating (Fig. 4) gives a confidence interval of 95% for AD 410-610; and 68% for AD 420-560. 

 
- Burial 2: US 987 

The second individual was one of two found just outside the area of the apsidal building. 
(The other skeleton, while better preserved, was also somewhat more affected by the ground-
water, so we decided to sample this one instead.) This individual was also female, but younger 
than the other at 16-18 years of age. Something less than 75% of the skeleton remains. She had 
dental caries and a hypoplastic defect in one tooth that indicates a period of severe ill health or 
physiological stress between 7,5 and 8 years of age. This was also an unusual burial in that it 
included something beyond the biological remains, here a bracelet. Made of iron and currently 
about 3,5 millimeters in diameter, the bracelet was decorated with braided organic material of 
which little remains. 

21 Preliminary reports of these burials can be found in MUCCIGROSSO 2010; MUCCIGROSSO 2011; MUCCIGROSSO et al. 2016; 
RHODES 2015. Radiocarbon dating was performed at CEDAD (Centro di Datazione e Diagnostica) of the Dipartimento di 
Ingegneria dell’Innovazione at the University of Salento.

3. TOMB A DADO OVERHEAD (photo Author)
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The radiocarbon dating (Fig. 5) gives a confidence interval of 95% for AD 540-670; and 
68% for AD 590-660, so likely a bit more recent than the first individual, though still with 
significant chronological overlap. 

4. US 168 RADIOCARBON RESULTS (CEDAD)

5. US 987 RADIOCARBON RESULTS (CEDAD)
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- Burial 3: US 113 
The last was certainly the most unusual burial uncovered at the site (Figg. 6-7). It was the 

only one that was almost completely undisturbed, though a later drainage trench ran right over 
it. As shown in the photo, it appears that only the legs and feet were buried, though subsequent 
study showed that there were also numerous bones of the hands. Additionally, some very small 
fragments of the wrist joint of one forearm, the elbow joint of one upper limb bone, a fragmentary 
vertebrae from the mid-upper back (upper thoracic), and a very small fragment of the sternal 
end of a rib (where it attaches to the breast bone) were recovered. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The limbs were largely fleshed when interred as evidenced by the retention of the 
anatomical orientation of the bones, and the remains were still held together if not by skin and 
muscle, at least by the ligaments. None of the distal most toe bones (phalanges) were recovered 
and only three of the distal most phalanges of the hand were recovered. It is possible that 
advanced decomposition is responsible for the loss of the fingertips and toes. Oddly, the third 
metacarpal was missing from both hands. There is damage to the hip bones along where the 
sacrum/vertebral column would be attached via a series of strong tendons and ligaments. From 
the nature of the damage, it is possible that these were forcibly separated peri mortem or post 
mortem, but while still fleshed. There is no evidence of cutmarks anywhere on the skeleton. 
Note that the upper tile upon which the bones rest lies in a depression cut into the stone below 
it (Fig. 7), indicating that no structure was resting on those stones by the time of the burial. 

The radiocarbon dating (Fig. 8) gives a confidence interval of 95% for AD 610-770; and 
68% for AD 640-710, the latest of the three samples, though again still with significant overlap. 

Finally, a lamp found in our first season associated with a collection of tile fragments piled 
against a wall is Bailey’s type U, a “catacomb lamp”, typically associated with burials, and 
datable somewhere in the 5th to 7th centuries AD. Though no bones were found, it seems likely 
that a burial, later disturbed, perhaps intentionally, was its original context. 

 

6. US 113 (photo Author)
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7.  US 113 AFTER EXCAVATION. THE REMOVED PORTION OF WALL INTO WHICH THE TILE HAS 
BEEN PLACED IS CIRCLED (photo Author)

8. US 113 RADIOCARBON RESULTS (CEDAD)
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All this evidence therefore strongly suggests that the vicus had been abandoned by the 6th 
century at the latest, but also that the structures were still visible, and some at least partially 
standing, offering some protection to the burials and any visitors. This chronology is also 
consistent with the dating of other finds, mainly numismatic, which seem to come to an end 
with the early 4th century. 

While hardly dispositive, it is worth noting that the mid-4th century pilgrim of the Bordeaux 
Itinerary traveled up the eastern branch of the Flaminia, through Spoleto and not along the 
western branch past the vicus, as the Vicarello travellers had. 

 
CONCLUSION 

To summarize then, the archaeological evidence from excavation suggests that the vicus 
was frequented until sometime in the 4th century, and that the dilapidated structures converted 
to a cemetery of sorts in the 5th or 6th centuries. Perhaps also beginning in that period, but 
certainly in the 10th century the site was thoroughly despoiled, so that by the time of the earliest 
literary references to it in the 13th century, it had been effectively erased from sight. No doubt 
evidence of its presence occasionally emerged from the soil during agricultural work, and it was 
likely the inscriptional attestations of the vicani that brought its memory to life by the 16th century 
and helped attract the attention of scholars and chroniclers of the saints alike. 

 
 

*American Academy in Rome 
j.muccigrosso@aur.edu 
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